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SOAR (ABC) has a budget of
£8,030,000 (project budget of £6.58
mllion) to support the rural
community within Armagh City,
Banbridge and Craigavon Borough
Council, over a range of schemes,
including: Rural Business Investment
Scheme, Rural Basic Services Scheme,
Village Renewal Scheme, Rural
Broadband Scheme and Co-operation
Scheme.
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The rural population within this area represents 48%
(99,294) of the total population so this funding will be
invaluable in supporting local businesses, helping to create
local jobs, offering improved local services and improving
digital accessibility.
The first call for Rural Business Investment saw a large
number of applications which resulted in 24 diverse
projects being awarded funding to a value of just over £1
million of pounds.
Local engineering, hospitality,
manufacturing, IT, and equestrian businesses, to name a
few, are being supported to deliver projects which will
boost the rural economy by generating additional business, creating jobs and improving export
potential. It is anticipated that over 80 FTE jobs will be created as a direct result of Rural Development
Funding for these projects.
Below are some of the projects which have been funded by SOAR (ABC) receiving their Letter of Offer.

Lenalea Electonics receives £90,000 for the
construction of an electronic assembly
facility near Markethill (Pictured are Ald. Jim
Speers, David Foster, Cllr Joe Nelson (Chair of
SOAR ABC), Simon Pollock, Cllr Gordon
Kennedy)

ReCon Waste Management, outside
Portadown, receives £50,000 for a wastewater sludge-decanting machine (Pictured
are Cllr Gordon Kennedy, Ald. Jim Speers, Cllr
Joe Nelson (Chair of SOAR ABC), Anne Coyle,
Daniel Connolly, Elaine Cullen (Programme
Manager)).

Agnew Engineering, near Laurencetown,
receives funding of £59,861.50 for the purchase
of a CNC plasma-cutting machine (Pictured are
Cllr Gordon Kennedy, Cllr Joe Nelson (Chair of
SOAR ABC), Kathleen Agnew, Ald Jim Speers).

What’s Next?
Rural Business Investment
A closed call for applications under Rural Business Investment Scheme has just opened on 21st
November 2016 and will remain open until 6th January 2017. Procurement workshops have taken
place in Armagh, Craigavon and Banbridge to assist applicants with the procurement process. It is
anticipated that there were be a good response and a budget of £1 million has been allocated for this
call. A further call for applications under this measure is planned for later in 2017.

Rural Basic Services & Village Renewal
Basic Services & Village Renewal Measures have collectively over
£2.75million budget.
Funding Workshops have been organised for the Rural Basic
Services Scheme and Village Renewal Scheme following a high
response to a call for Expressions of Interest under these 2
schemes. These will take place at the start of January 2017.
It is anticipated that technical calls will open for both these schemes in February/March 2017 as well
as a capital call for Village Renewal projects that have village plans already in place. Seven village plans
are due to be updated or created through the process.
A future call for capital projects under Rural Basic Services and those Village Renewal projects which
presently have no plans in place is scheduled for October 2017.

Co-operation
The Local Action Group has the ability to support at least 2 co-operation projects. These projects offer
a way of solving some local problems to and enable something to be done by the LAG which it could
not do on its own. It encourages and supports LAGS to undertake joint actions with other LAGs, or
with a group taking similar approach in another region, Member State or even a third country.
SOAR (ABC) has a budget of nearly £500k. The LAG has greed a number of priorities for the delivery
this funding as follows:
1. Food Incubation Hubs
2, Lough Neagh
3. Lagan Canal
Work is ongoing to deliver these capital projects across the Borough in partnership with other NI LAGs
and LAGs across ROI.

Rural Broadband
There is a budget of £230K to deliver this scheme. The
scheme will provide financial support to fill the gap
for rural dwellers who cannot avail of broadband and
will help address the very rural sports that are not
within scope of any government initiatives.
The LAG has not made any formal decisions yet on
how this funding will be delivered.

Local Action Group
The Local Action Group, comprising of 12 elected members and 13 social partners, meets on the third
Tuesday of each month. A list of Members’ attendance for 2016 will be made available in due course.

