Councillor Joe Nelson
Ward:

Lurgan

Party:

SDLP

Councillor Nelson has been a member of Council for 5 years, during which
time he has been a member of the Joint Council Committee (JCC) of SOAR
and was Chairman during its final year. He has worked in his community for
many years and has a deep seated interest in rural affairs. He is a committee
member of South Lough Neagh Regeneration Association and a member of
the board of Mount Zion House, Lurgan. He has a keen interest in the
reopening of the Lagan Canal between Belfast and Lough Neagh and currently holds the position
of public director of the Lagan Canal Trust.

Councillor Mark Baxter
Ward:

Lagan River

Party:

DUP

As an elected representative living in a Rural area, Councillor Buckley
understands the needs of rural life, and how people here can sometimes feel
somewhat isolated from civic amenities. With the work he does with local
community groups, paying particular attention to the needs of rural dwellers,
he champions their needs at all levels of government. During his 4 years in
public life, he has built up a strong network of support within the community and has a strong
working relationship with statutory agencies.

Councilllor Darren McNally
Ward:

Armagh

Party:

Sinn Fein

Councillor McNally has been a Councillor since 2008 representing the rural
community south of Armagh City. On becoming a Councillor he played an
active role in the previous rural development programme and was Chairman
of SOAR’s Joint Committee for a year, which delivered much needed
investment to the local area. His primary interest is in community work – he
has helped in the establishment of a number of active community groups in
the Keady area. He is looking forward to the new programme and working closely with all of the
rural community across the new council cluster.

Alderman Jim Speers MBE
Ward:

Cusher

Party:

UUP

Alderman Speers has been a Councillor for 38 years and has well
established links with the rural community. He is a Member and past Chair
of Richill Building Preservation Trust, Armagh Economic Development
Group, Southern Organisation for Action in Rural Areas, Easter Border
Regional Partnership and Peace III Southern Cluster, Leader 1,Leader 2,
as well as Northern Ireland Housing Council. Alderman SpeersContinued….
has a
lifetime of service fighting for the needs of the rural community and was awarded the MBE in
2000 for his excellent contribution to local government and public policy in Northern Ireland.

Councillor Declan McAlinden
Ward:

Lurgan

Party:

SDLP

Councillor McAlinden is Vice Chair of Leisure and Community Services for
the new Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council. For the
past six years he has been the Chairman of Sarsfields GFC. He has
managed various underage teams and worked closely with various groups
within the club. As Chairman of Sarsfields GFC he has overseen a number
of projects within the club, the most recent being a new 3G pitch which has
just been completed thanks to a large grant from SOAR. He is also a volunteer with the Niall
Mellon Township / NMTT, an organisation which travels to South Africa each year to work
voluntary in various townships and villages.

Councillor Gareth Wilson
Ward:

Cusher

Party:

DUP

Councillor Wilson has been a member of the SOAR Joint Council
Committee in recent years and has witnessed the real and meaningful
difference made through the previous programme. Within the new council
arrangements, he retains a keen interest in promoting the benefits of the
next round of the Rural Development Programme. Councillor Wilson
believes the Rural Development Programme is important in order to ensure that rural areas are

sustained via a range of measures which seek to help build and promote rural economies and
enhance rural communities.

Councillor Marc Woods
Ward:

Lagan

Party:

UUP

Councillor Woods is passionate about local groups and organisations and
he plays an active role within them. He is a member of Waringstown
Church of Ireland and volunteers in several areas within this organisation,
one being a company section leader in the Boys Brigade. He also serves
on the Board of Governors of Harrison Nursery School. For several years
he has been an officer within Corcreany Rural Development Committee and enjoys the local
events and activities they offer. As a keen sportsman he is a player/member of Waringstown
Cricket Club and helps with summer schemes and training events.

Councillor Fergal Lennon
Ward:

Craigavon

Party:

Sinn Fein

Councillor Lennon was recently elected to represent the people of rural
Lurgan/Craigavon in 2014 on the new Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon
Borough Council. As a former building contractor, he knows at first hand
the pressures facing small and medium enterprises, and wants to use his
time on the new rural development programme to help create jobs by
encouraging local businesses to uptake of this great opportunity and secure much needed
investment in the area.

Councillor Colin McCusker
Ward:

Lurgan

Party:

UUP

Councillor McCusker was elected in 2014, having sat on Craigavon Borough
Council since 2012. He served as Deputy Mayor for 2013/14 and was the
last ever Mayor of Craigavon. Currently the Vice Chair of the South Ulster
Housing Association, he is also a School Governor for Edenderry Primary
School and Killicomaine Junior High School.

Councillor Jonathan Buckley
Ward:

Portadown

Party:

DUP

Councillor Buckley entered front line politics at the age of 22. Having
graduated from Queens University Belfast with a degree in History &
Politics, he took up his current post as a political researcher to local MLA
Sydney Anderson. Dealing with rural constituents on a daily basis, Jonathan
has come to understand the issues that affect them, and has developed a
strong interest in rural development. He also has a keen interest in country sports, which his
family have been involved in for many years.

Councillor Gordon Kennedy
Ward:

Cusher

Party:

UUP

Councillor Kennedy lives and works in a rural area and therefore
understands the needs and requirements of people in rural and isolated
areas. He believes the Rural Development Programme is a much needed
funding source for a lot of small community and voluntary groups within
rural areas, and these rural community groups patiently await for the new funding programme to
commence.

As a member of Markethill Beef Group, Armagh Lamb Group and Redrock Development
Partnership, he works with the community and encourages others to increase community
participation, to regenerate the rural area and enhance the quality of life for all.

Alderman Carla Lockhart
Ward:

Lurgan

Party:

DUP

Mrs Mary Loughran
Armagh (Business & Enterprise, farming)
Mary has been a member of Milford Community Development Association since 1997, and is
currently the Vice Treasurer. She is pro-active in developing and managing community
programmes and initiatives which aim to improve the social well-being of the local community.
In 2012, she co-led a project for Milford village under the Village Renewal measure of the Rural
Development Programme.
Mary was a LAG member of SOAR from 2009 – 2015.
She is also a Director of TADA, a volunteer for St Vincent de Paul, and a member of the
Armagh branch of Diabetes UK and Armagh ME Group. She is passionate about developing
and promoting rural communities in the areas of community engagement and social enterprise.

Dr Charles Neville
Armagh (Community)
Charles has worked previously in both industry and academia and possesses over 20 years
experience of community and cultural development with considerable interest also in business
and enterprise development. He is a Director and committee member of several community
interest companies and of numerous community development groups respectively. He has a

substantial track record in the coordination and delivery of training to adult audiences and in the
acquisition and auditing of funding in support of community activities and innovative enterprise.

David Kerr
Banbridge (Community)
David is interested in providing support for all types of rural development and regeneration. He
has been involved in the leader initiatives since the introduction of the leader approach into
Northern Ireland having held the office of Chair or Vice-chair of the Down Rural Area
Partnership within the last programme.

Brian Hampton
Armagh (Business & Enterprise, farming)
Brian is interested in the local farming sector and food producing industry in the ABC area, and
promoting innovative ideas and technology in rural businesses and community. He has
experience in the fruit/apple growing industry, and has been involved in the fruit growers
association for a number of years.

Brendan McCann
Armagh (Business & Enterprise, farming)
Brendan is a Community Development Officer for TADA Rural Support Network. This role has
involved supporting farmers and rural business in their applications for rural development
funding.
He has a background in Youth and Community Work, and currently volunteers with a number of
different groups, including the Credit Union and St Vincent De Paul Society. He has previously
been Chairman of his local football club and team manager for the under fourteens. He has
also been a self-employed plasterer, coordinator of a circus-based cross-community project,
and worked on a peer education project informing young people of the dangers of drugs and
alcohol.

David McMullen
Armagh (Community)
David is a dairy and sheep farmer, and also works part-time in community development. He
served on the SOAR LAG for 5 years, and therefore has extensive experience of rural
development funding.

George Patton

Banbridge (Community)
George comes from a farming and rural business background, and has lived all his life in a
small village. He is actively involved in his local community group which he helped to form, and
has served in a variety of voluntary organisations. He is currently employed as a community
development worker in the Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon area, and has been actively
engaged with groups and individuals in rural areas, supporting them in funding applications,
assessing funding applications both through former employment and serving on two Trust
funding Bodies. He has extensive experience of managing projects both through his voluntary
work and his employment history, including development business and strategic plans, and
managing budgets. He has over twenty years’ experience in youth work, having been a leader
in a local youth club and in other youth organisations.

Bill Leeman
Armagh (Business & Enterprise, Farming)
Bill worked for DARD for 35 years, many of those as an Agricultural advisor, assisting with the
expansion of farm businesses. His last 10 years were spent as a Rural Enterprise Advisor,
training and advising farmers and members of farm families on business planning for their
diversification projects. He therefore has a wealth of experience in relation to rural
development. He is a farmer, with particular interest in breeding horses, growing short-rotation
coppice, cereals, and haylage.

Kyle Sleator
Craigavon (Community)
Kyle has a keen interest in finding out what people need and want in rural areas, and hopes to
be able to help were possible. He believes better use can be made of existing buildings in small
villages, and advocates working together as the way forward.

David Riley
Craigavon (Community)
David has a long history of involvement in rural development, sitting on the board of both CARD
and SOAR. For many years he has been heavily involved in Lurgan Show. He is a local
farmer, with interest especially in animal husbandry and breeding.

Siobhan O’Neill

Banbridge (Community)
Siobhán is a Community Development Officer and MARA Project Manager for Rural Banbridge.
She has worked in rural Banbridge for over two years, and during that time has worked with
community groups from Gilford to Moneyslane, Katesbridge to Dromore. She has adapted a
process that embraces community action and community work to benefit the disadvantaged and
powerless, by reason of geography or issues, within the communities. She has helped them to
identify the needs of their rural communities, and assisted in articulating these needs. She has
enabled and empowered people who are socially excluded or marginalized to actively bring
about social change and shape the society of which they are part of.

Kyle Savage
Craigavon (Community)
Kyle has an interest in the rural community and endeavours to support projects in Farm
diversification, rural businesses and rural community groups that will improve
employment, Tourism, child care facilities and community relations.

Bryan McLaughlin
Armagh (Community)
Bryan holds directorships in a number of local organisations including Portadown 2000 and
Portadown Credit Union. He is the company secretary of ‘County Comes to Town’, and the
honorary treasurer of TADA Rural Support Network. He was also a Director of SOAR. Having
spent his formative years in Annaghmore, he is a strong supporter of all things rural. His
objectives in being a social member of this LAG are to ensure that the Leader funding is
distributed efficiently and effectively to the maximum benefit of the ABC rural communities.

