2012 JFC Awards - the secret to business success
By Gareth Gormley, Senior Rural Enterprise Adviser, DARD

With prizes totalling 40,000 euro and professional mentoring opportunities, The 2012 JFC National Innovation Awards could be the route to success for local rural businesses.

If you have a business idea or indeed, have already set up your business in a rural area, why not enter the 2012 JFC National Innovation Awards. 
The Awards have given hundreds of businesses not only the opportunity to share in the prizes but, more importantly to improve their business.  Everyone who enters will have an opportunity of free mentoring from the judging panel.
As many previous entrants have found, the JFC Innovation Awards is the perfect place to start. Since winning the JFC Innovation Award for manufacturing with its Klassoo product, Russkeel Products has gone from strength to strength. Winning the award has significantly raised the company’s profile through local and regional media. Partners in the business, David Russell and Liam Kellagher are now personally recognised at shows and exhibitions. 

The company received business mentoring assistance and help from the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD) over a six months period to help with marketing and strategic direction. The advertising element of the prize enabled the company to raise the awareness for its products in the market place. 
 “Winning the award, judged by industry experts, means that people take us seriously,” commented David Russell. 
The total prize fund is 40,000euro, which comes in the form of cash, mentoring from DARD and Teagasc, and advertising. The overall winner will walk away with a top prize valued at 15,000euro. Category winners will receive a prize fund worth 3,000euro, while finalists will win a prize fund of 1,500euro each.

Entering is simple, all you need is a good idea or a business that is in its first five years of trading. Entry forms are available from the DARD website or your local Rural Enterprise Adviser. The competition is in four categories: energy/manufacturing, value added/speciality food, services/rural tourism and start-up. The deadline for applications is Friday 16 December 2011 and completed application forms should be accompanied by a simple business plan.. 
What is the secret to business success? “A good idea and hard work are two key ingredients,” according to John Concannon of JFC, sponsor of the 2012 awards for the fifth year. 

For more information you can email innovation.awards@dardni.gov.uk or call 028 9052 4591.
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Fivemiletown’s David Russell and Liam Kellagher from Klassoo, show their new animal grip to Minister O'Neill on the DARD stand at the National Ploughing Championships in Athy 

