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O’Neill says Executive support for rural businesses and communities is crucial 

Agriculture and Rural Development Minister Michelle O’Neill today called on the Executive to support those who live in the north’s rural areas by supporting a meaningful rural White Paper.

The Minister was responding to a debate in the Assembly calling for support for rural businesses.

In responding to today’s motion, the Minister said: “The motion raises the important issue of the 
Executive’s support for rural businesses. Although my Department provides significant advisory and financial support to our rural businesses and communities and will continue to do so, I am clear that all parts of government have responsibilities towards our rural areas. Particularly in relation to key issues such as health, education and employment.” 

She continued, “DARD cannot, and should not, be the sole provider of support to our rural 
communities. I and my predecessor, Michelle Gildernew, have worked hard, through initiatives such as rural proofing and the Rural White Paper, to get others to accept rural issues as a main part of their business.”

The Minister concluded “My Rural White Paper initiative is trying to get all Departments with an interest  and responsibility to support our rural communities and businesses. I want the Rural White Paper,  which I intend to bring to the Executive by the end of the year, to be a driving force in bringing equality to our rural citizens.”
