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Rural areas can benefit from £16.7 million

Breathing life into rural communities with the help of £16.7 million is the aim of SOAR - the Southern Organisation for Action in Rural Areas – and Craigavon Borough Council is calling for applications to benefit from this funding.
Measure 3.1 Farm Diversification and Measure 3.2 Business Creation and Development will open for applications on Friday 30th April and will close on Friday 11th June.

The Farm Diversification Measure is to assist farm households to diversify into non-agricultural activities on the farm and as a consequence, maintain or increase the income of the farm households and create employment opportunities.
The second measure of Business Creation and Development is to assist with the creation of employment opportunities through promoting entrepreneurship and developing the economic infrastructure in rural areas. This can be done by supporting micro businesses and helping people to set up a new business.

Grants of up to £50,000 are available for new equipment, refreshment of underused farm buildings or capital construction of buildings to house new business ventures. £5,000 is available for marketing activities such as the development of websites, new brochures to promote a business and their services and products, as well as new signage.
“This funding has the potential to breathe new life into our rural communities,” Councillor Josephine O'Hare, Chair of the Joint Council Committee “and I would really encourage people to apply for some of this phenomenal amount of funding.  We are excited that the projects who have already received funding within the Craigavon area will act as a catalyst for growth for these small businesses and will create much needed local jobs.”
Miceal McCoy, Chair of the Local Action Group further commented: “This programme has the opportunity to improve the life for rural people in so many ways such as the creation of new jobs, and the improvement of services for Craigavon’s rural communities. We hope that people will really take advantage of this funding.”
Two companies that have already benefited from this funding are Birch Bark Boarding Kennels from the Birches who received £33,000 towards the capital construction of new state-of-the-art boarding kennels complete with webcams and under floor heating which will offer dogs a comfortable home from home while their owners enjoy a holiday. This was under Measure 3.1.

The second is Boyce Engineering from Dollingstown who received £25,000 to buy a new CNC Milling Machine under Measure 3.2. The new machine will allow the business to speed up and increase production to meet its growing demand from a diverse range of clients including the pharmaceutical and aerospace industry.  It will also allow the company to carry out 3-Dimensional work, which will open a new international market for them.

SOAR supports the rural economy and improves the quality of life of those people that work and live there by increasing employment, attracting visitors to come and visit the many and varied natural resources, developing the rural infrastructure for community services and increasing the income of rural communities.
Led by Craigavon Borough Council, Armagh City and District Council and Newry and Mourne Council, SOAR delivers funding from the Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme in partnership with the Department of Agricultural and Rural Development to projects relating to farm diversification, growing rural businesses, encouraging tourism, developing new rural community services and  telling the cultural heritage story.

Around £400,000 has already been distributed to new and existing rural businesses throughout the area. 

For further information on the Rural Development Programme or for an application pack, please contact any of the three SOAR offices in your local area on:

Craigavon Borough Council – 028 3831 2588

Armagh Borough Council - 028 3752 9600

Newry & Mourne Council – 028 3086 8900


